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PAGE 01 STATE 166636 
ORIGIN NBA- 10 

INEO OCT-01 ISO-00 PM-05 DODE-00 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 
MC-02 ACDA-07 IGA-02 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 L-03 
TRSE-00 OMB-01 /060 R 

DRAETED BY NEA/ARP:BBODINE:SLB 
APPROVED BY NEA:SSOBER 
PM/SAS:DKEENE (IN SUBSTANCE) 

DOD/ISA:TOWILLIAMS (IN SUBSTANCE) 

NEA/ARP:JWTWINAM 

101483 181905Z/40 

R 181543Z JUL 77 
EM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY SANA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
INEO CHUSMTM DHAHRAN 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 166636 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, YE 
SUBJECT: F-5S EOR YEMEN 

REF: (A) SANA 2620; (B) SANA 2664; (B) SANA DTG 121330Z 
JUN 77; (D) STATE 128249 

1 . FOR SANA; WHILE WE ARE PLEASED TO LEARN THAT AL-HAMDI 
HAS DECIDED, EOR WHATEVER REASON, TO EORSWEAR EURTHER 
SOVIET ARMS DELIVERIES AND UNDERSTAND HIS CONSEQUENT 
DESIRE TO KNOW WHEN WESTERN ARMS, PARTICULARLY P-5ES, WITT. 

BE ARRIVING TO REPLACE THEM, WE STILL DO NOT BELIEVE IT 
WOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR US TO DISCUSS THE DETAILS OR 
STATUS OE THE CASE WITH THE YEMENIS. HOWEVER, YOU MAY 
TELL EORMIN AL-ASNAJ THAT THE SAUDIS HAVE ALL OE THE DATA 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 166636 

AND WHEN THEY REACH A DECISION ON EINANCING THE USG WILL 
BE IN A POSITION TO GIVE FINAL CONSIDERATION ON THE CASE. 

2. FYI; YOUR COMPREHENSIVE AND THOROUGH ASSESSMENT OE 
OUR OVER ALT. SECURITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (REP A) AND OUR 
CONSULTATIONS WITH DAVE RANSOM HAVE GIVEN US THE INFOR- 
MATION AND BACKGROUND WE NEED TO MOVE PORWARD ON A 
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DECISION ON THE E-5E AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME. WE THERE- 

EORE WILL NOT BE SENDING YOU THE CABLE REVIEWING THE 
DEPARTMENT'S UNDERSTANDING AS PROMISED IN REE D. 

2. FOR JIDDA: IT IS DISTURBING THE SAUDIS SAY THE BALT. 

IS IN OUR COURT. WE HAVE STUDIOUSLY ADHERED TO OUR IN- 
EORMAL AGREEMENT WITH THE SAG (REES C AND D) TO LEAVE 
DISCUSSIONS OE THIS CASE TO THEM, BUT WE EEEL WE MUST 
NOW SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT ALONG THE LINES PARA 1. 

EMBASSY JIDDA IS AUTHORIZED AT ITS DISCRETION TO BRIEF SAG 
ON WHAT WE ARE TELLING YARG. VANCE 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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